VETERINARY MEDICAL BOARD
Registered Veterinary Technician Job Tasks Regulations
Modified Language - June 27, 2006

MODIFIED LANGUAGE KEY - Underline with strikeout indicates deletion of originally proposed language.
- Double underline indicates addition to originally proposed language.

The full text of the originally proposed language is being provided. However, comments can only be accepted on the
subsections in Section 2036, which were modified at the public hearing. The modification included the removal of all
subsections with a delayed implementation date of January 1, 2012. Those changes are noted in underline with
strikethrough.

1. Amend section 2032.4 to read:

2032.4. Anesthesia

(a) General anesthesia is a condition caused by the administration of a drug or combination of drugs sufficient to produce
a state of unconsciousness or dissociation and blocked response to a given pain or alarming stimulus.

(b) A veterinarian shall use appropriate and humane methods of anesthesia, analgesia and sedation to minimize pain and
distress during any procedures and shall comply with the following standards:

(1) Within twelve (12) hours efsurgery prior to the administration of an general anesthetic, the animal patient shall be
given a physical examination by a licensed veterinarian. The results of the physical examination shall be noted in the
animal patient’s medical records.

(2) An animal under general anesthesia shall be observed underebservation for a length of time appropriate for its safe
recovery appropriate-to-the-species.

(3) Provide a method of respiratory monitoring that may include observation of the animal’s chest movements, observing
the rebreathing bag, or respirometer.

(4) A method of cardiac monitoring shall be provided and may include the use of a stethoscope or electrocardiographic
monitor.

(5) When administering anesthesia in a hospital setting, a veterinarian shall have resuscitation bags of appropriate
volumes for the animal patient and an assortment of endotracheal tubes readily available.

Note: Authority Cited: Section 4808, Business and Professions Code. Reference: Section 4883, Business and
Professions Code.

2. Amend section 2034 to read:

2034. Animal Health Care Tasks Definitions

For purposes of the rules and regulations applicable to animal health care tasks for registered veterinary technicians and
unregistered assistants, contained in the article, the term:

(a) “Veterinarian” means a California licensed veterinarian.

(b) “R.V.T.” means a Board-certified registered veterinary technician certified by the Board.

(c) “Unregistered assistant” means any individual who is not an Beard-certified R.V.T. or a licensed veterinarian.

(d) “Supervisor” means a California licensed veterinarian or if a job task so provides an Beard-certified R.V.T.

(e) “Direct Supervision” means: (1) the supervisor is physically present at the location where animal health care job tasks
are to be performed and is quickly and easily available; and (2) the animal has been examined by a veterinarian at such
time as good veterinary medical practice requires consistent with the particular delegated animal health care job task.

(F) “Indirect Supervision” means: (1) that the supervisor is not physically present at the location where animal health care
job tasks are to be performed, but has given either written or oral instructions (“direct orders”) for treatment of the animal
patient; and (2) the animal has been examined by a veterinarian at such times as good veterinary medical practice requires,
consistent with the particular delegated animal health care task and the animal is not anesthetized as defined in Section
2032.

(9) “Animal Hospital Setting” means all veterinary premises which are required by Section 4853 of the Code to be
registered with the Board.

(h) *“Administer” means the direct application of a drug or device to the body of an animal by injection, inhalation,
ingestion, or other means.

(i) “Induce” means the initial administration of a drug with the intended purpose of rendering an animal unconscious.




Note: Authority Cited: Sections 4808, 4826 and 4836, Business and Professions Code. Reference: Sections 4836 and
4853, Business and Professions Code.

3. Amend section 2036 to read:

2036. Animal Hospital Health Care Tasks for R.VV.T.
(a) Unless specifically so provided by regulation, an R.V.T. shall not perform the following functions or any other activity
which represents the practice of veterinary medicine or requires the knowledge, skill and training of a licensed
veterinarian:

(1) Surgery;

(2) Diagnosis and prognosis of animal diseases;

(3) Prescription of drugs, medicines or appliances.
(b) AnR.V. T may perform the followrng procedures only under the direct supervrsron of a Ircensed veterlnarran and

(1) Anesthesm—nﬂeeﬂen—by—n%tatren—epmtra%neus—mjeenen Induce anesthesra

(2) Application-of Apply casts and splints;

(3) Perform Bdental extractions;

(4) Suturing-ofexisting-skin-neisions; Suture cutaneous and subcutaneous tissues, gingiva and oral mucous
membranes

(5) Create a relief hole in the skin to facilitate placement of an intravascular cathether

THE FOLLOWING LANGUAGE WAS REMOVED FROM THIS REGULATORY PROPOSAL.:

{e) (d) Subject to the provisions of subsection(s) (a), ard (b) and (c) of this section, an R.V.T. may perform animal health

care tasks under the direct or indirect supervision of a licensed veterinarian when-done-pursuant-to-the-direct-order—control
and-full professional-responsibility-of the licensed-veterinarian. The degree of supervision by a licensed veterinarian over

a R.V.T. shall be consistent with the standards of good veterinary medical practices.

Note: Authority Cited: Sections 4808, 4826 and 4836, Business and Professions Code. Reference: Sections 4836, 4840,
and 4840.2, Business and Professions Code.

4, Amend section 2036.5. to read:

2036.5. Animal Hospital Health Care Tasks for Unregistered Assistants

(a) Unregistered assistants shall be prohibited from performing any of the functions or activities specified in subsections
(a) and (b) of Section 2036 of these regulations.

(b) Subject to the provisions of subsection (a) of this section, unregistered assistants in an animal hospital setting may
perform auxiliary animal health care tasks under the direct or indirect superwsron of a licensed veterinarian or the dlrect
supervrsron of an R V.T.3 . A

. The degree of supervision by a Ircensed veterinarian over an unregrstered
assistant shall be higher than or equal to the degree of supervision required when an R.V.T. performs the same task and
shall be consistent with standards of good veterinary medical practices.

Note: Authority Cited: Sections 4808 and 4836, Business and Professions Code. Reference: Sections 4836 and 4840,
Business and Professions Code.




